
 

How to Generate a Customized 
Legend for your Smartphone 

This manual will show you how to generate a customized legend for classifying land cover or any objects 

using the Geo-Wiki pictures app on your mobile phone. 

Step 1: Go to the Geo-Wiki Online Application 
Go to http://www.Geo-Wiki.org and log on as a registered user. Once you have entered the system, 

please go back to the Geo-Wiki homepage using the following button: 

 

Step 2: Selecting the Smartphone Legends Option 
From the homepage, click on the Smartphone Legends link located on the right hand side. 

 

http://www.geo-wiki.org/


 

Step 3: Creating a Smartphone Legend 
This page lists the existing legends that are available for the Geo-Wiki pictures app including those listed 

under Public legends.  These are legends that are currently used in the online version of Geo-wiki and 

include: a simple 10 class legend of major land cover type; the legends from the main global land cover 

products (GLC 2000, GlobCover and MODIS) and eventually there will be other legends that are used in 

Geo-Wiki competitions. The Custom legends section contains a list of your user- defined legends. When 

you first create a new customized legend, you will see that there are currently no custom legends 

available. 

 

If you are interested in the features of the public legends click on the name. This will open a menu 

showing the description of the map. If you click on the “load items” tap the legend classification will 

appear. 

 

  

 

 

 

There are 2 options for creating your own custom legend. You can either base it on an existing legend or 

generate the legend from scratch.  

To create a new legend, click on Create a new customized legend. This will open the menu shown 

below. 



 

 

Step 4: Creating a Custom Legend 
You will see the screen below. First enter a name and the description for your legend.  Do NOT yet push 

the OK or Apply buttons! 

 

Here is an example of creating a custom legend for tree species composition in a forest. We have 

entered the name Tree species composition into the Name field. The purpose of the legend should be 

entered into the Description field. See below for the one that we have entered.  

 

You then need to select a parent legend. If you want to create your legend from scratch, choose No 

parent legend. Another option would be to create your legend based on existing land cover products, 

e.g. based on one or more classes from the GLC2000, GlobCover and MODIS or you can use the Simple 

10 legend land cover class as a basis. 



 

 

However, for our tree species composition example, we will use No parent legend and create our own 

legend from scratch. After choosing the parent legend, the New custom legend screen will appear. The 

menu allows you to create classes at Level 1 (the main classes) as well as one level below, i.e. level 2 or 

sub-classes.  

 

Please enter name of your Level 1 class. To continue with our Tree composition example: As we are 

interested in the tree species composition, we can differentiate between coniferous and broadleaf trees 

within our forest. We would add these classes as Level 1 shown below. To add an additional class, simply 

press the  button. To remove a class, click on  .  

 

To enter additional subclasses, click the  button below the Level 2 heading. You can add as many 

classes as you like. To remove classes, click on  .  

For our Tree Composition example, we will now indicate respective tree species, e.g. Abies alba and 

Pinus sylvestris for coniferous trees.  



 

 

Step 4: Save your legend 
To save your legend as you proceed, you can click on the Apply button. Once you have completed 

entering all of your legend classes, click on the OK button to leave this screen. 

 

The legend will then appear under the Custom Legend heading and is now ready to use on your smart 

phone app.  

 

If you click on the Tree species composition legend, the description will appear 

 



 

Again you are able to display the legend items by clicking the “load items” button. 

 

Note that you can always edit your legend or if necessary delete it by selecting one of the options shown 

in the screen above. However, editing an existing legend will re-create it, and all data classified using this 

legend will therefore no longer be related to it.  

  



 

Step 5: Smartphone App 

The Geo-Wiki online application (http://www.geo-wiki.org) and the Geo-Wiki pictures app are 

interlinked. Your new custom legend will automatically be transferred to the mobile app.  To select your 

custom legend in the Geo-Wiki pictures app:  

(1) Go to settings  (2) Choose your legend or load 
other legends 
 

(3) Log onto your Geo-Wiki user 
account 
 

 
 

  
 

(4) You should now see your 
custom legend 

(5) Start taking pictures using 
your own legend 

(6) Optionally enter a comment 
and a custom value. Upload it! 
 

   
 

 

 

http://www.geo-wiki.org/

